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Dwelling-house and cutbulidings, part of o
privata rafreal comprising several housas,
outbuildings. o small cellar! "community centre
agrcultural sheds, dams and irgation furows. an
anciave of low-key commercial ond residential,
conceived o3 country hideaway for o group of

South Africans who live in cities and crood. Port of
the phenomenon of gentrification, the growing
exodus from city to countryside;

The Karoo ks o semi-and region, the site s an cid
vinesyard with & river nenning freough it in the midcs
of the villoge. The location offared the reguired
seciusion for rafreat/meditation. occess to naturol
rmatanials and resources, whist ollowing revival and
development of the reglonal vernacular with
madem environmental imperafivas

The motives are balance between socio-
economic and environmental impematives, Old
vineyards once producing brandy-gropes ara
being converted to frult production(olives limes,
figs. nuts. orgonic gropes).flowerns{wolled ross
garden), indigencus pebbled arid gardens
{succulants) for meditation - low-key enteryises
aimed at gantly stimulating local economies
through job-creation: bullding in local craft
processes, hand-production and cultivation
cambined with retreat/mediation In rehobiitoted
and revived londscapes.

ste-found materiols, alien vegatation, wood/
stone/lime-mud construction, low-tech, Local siate
dry-packed/maortared with sfe-sowced earth-ime,
stone/grovel ocsely laid paths/roof-dressings. gresn

tregted/alien trees for shell-roofl, hondmade
mudfioors, only nofueal user-fiendly finishes\wowes .
Local unskiled sermi-sdlled Labour, revived trodifiono!
green-mosonery inowledge, masterbuilder-led and
funded/managed by owner-bulder, evandhing wos
handmade, even ironmongery designed and cost
from recycled bross.

The client s an expeananced bulding contractorn
developerfrestorofion expert (restared SA s most
prestigicus restorafion project . the castle in Cape
Town) from Cape Town City who wonied to ochieve
the cbove mentionad refreat and empowerment
aims and imperatives. the responsible orchitectisal
proctics, nomes of consultonts ond collaborator ]

R 2005/



AFRICA,

CTURE IN SOUTH

=

{ ARCHI



